
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10695 October 7, 2004 
was held. She was a researcher to 
whom parents of children with Fragile 
X and Down syndrome could always go 
to with their concerns, regardless of 
whether or not their concerns were re-
lated to Dr. Crnic’s area of research. 
She listened and responded. This loss, 
for the Fragile X and Down syndrome 
communities is incalculable. 

I send my deepest condolences to 
Linda Crnic’s family. I hope they are 
comforted with her memory and 
knowledge that their loss is shared by 
so many in her community and across 
this nation. 

I ask that the following news story 
about the life of Linda Crnic from the 
Rocky Mountain News be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Rocky Mountain News, Sept. 22, 

2004] 
CRNIC, 56, CHAMPIONED DOWN SYNDROME 

CAUSES 
(By Mark Wolf) 

Linda Crnic addressed the National Down 
Syndrome Congress last month on The Dawn 
of a New Era in biomedical research, then 
spent the evening dancing with children with 
Down syndrome. 

‘‘She spent hours on the dance floor,’’ said 
Lloyd Lewis, of Lafayette, father of a child 
with Down syndrome, who addressed the as-
sociation from a parent’s perspective. ‘‘There 
was a particularly moving moment when a 
50-year-old woman was confused at not being 
able to find her purse. Linda spent an hour 
looking under every table for it.’’ 

Crnic, an internationally prominent Down 
syndrome researcher, died Sept. 11 from inju-
ries suffered in a bicycle accident. She was 
56. 

She was a professor of pediatrics and psy-
chiatry at the University of Colorado Health 
Sciences Center and, since 2001, director of 
the Colorado Mental Retardation and Devel-
opmental Disabilities Research Center. 

‘‘A topic like (Down syndrome and other 
developmental disabilities) is never some-
thing you can approach with one particular 
line of investigation,’’ said Dr. Doug Jones, 
chairman of pediatrics at the Health 
Sciences Center. ‘‘You have to look at genet-
ics, what determines behavior, a whole range 
of things to understand how to help these 
children be as normal as possible. 

‘‘You have to have a psychologist, physi-
cian, geneticist. It requires a broad range of 
disciplines. Linda’s great strength was that 
she saw how to do that, not just within the 
School of Medicine, but within the entire 
University of Colorado system and CSU, DU 
and ultimately across the country.’’ 

Born in Fort Wayne, Ind., she moved to 
Naperville, IL., when she was 12. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Chicago and master’s and doctoral degrees in 
experimental psychology from the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago. 

She joined the CU Medical School as a 
postdoctorate fellow in 1975 and became a 
full professor in 1994. 

‘‘She was just the kindest, most loving per-
son that you would ever meet in your life,’’ 
said Stan Wilks, her husband. ‘‘She was ac-
tively involved and mentored a lot of people 
in their scientific careers.’’ 

Their son, Michael, 13, plays cello, and his 
mother would sit with him while he prac-
ticed. 

‘‘She made that commitment to him,’’ said 
her husband. 

The family loved hiking and camping and 
had just purchased an A-frame chalet in 
Hartsell. 

‘‘We spent two of the last three weekends 
up there. We bought it as a little family get-
away to have some real private times,’’ 
Wilks said. 

The weekend she died, Mrs. Crnic had trav-
eled to Bend, Ore., for a reunion weekend 
with several women with whom she had at-
tended leadership training. During a lei-
surely bike ride she fell and fractured her 
skull. 

‘‘The tragedy of that is that she was an ex-
pert bike rider and practiced safety. She 
would never go biking without a helmet, and 
here she was without a helmet,’’ Wilks said. 

She was in demand as a speaker to profes-
sional organizations nationally and inter-
nationally and was a strong advocate for in-
creased support and research for Down syn-
drome families. 

‘‘She took the time and was genuinely in-
terested in parents and kids. She stimulated 
in me the notion that parents could be very 
active and influential in funding research 
from various avenues: the National Insti-
tutes of Health, Congress and private bene-
factors,’’ Lewis said. 

Surviving in addition to her husband and 
son are sisters Jacqueline Susmark, of Lake-
wood, and Janine Bisbee, of Warren, N.J., 
and brother Brent Smith, of Salida.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and withdrawals which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:30 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5185. An act to temporarily extend the 
program under the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

H.R. 5212. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2005, for additional dis-
aster assistance relating to storm damage, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, 
without amendment. 

S. 2415. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
4141 Postmark Drive, Anchorage, Alaska, as 
the ‘‘Robert J. Opinsky Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

S. 2742. An act to extend certain authority 
of the Supreme Court Police, modify the 
venue of prosecutions relating to the Su-
preme Court building and grounds, and au-
thorize the acceptance of gifts to the United 
States Supreme Court. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, with an amendment: 

S. 129. An act to provide for reform relat-
ing to Federal employment, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1194. An act to foster local collabora-
tions which will ensure that resources are ef-
fectively and efficiently used within the 
criminal and juvenile justice systems. 

The message also announced that the 
House agree to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2828) to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to im-
plement water supply technology and 
infrastructure programs aimed at in-
creasing and diversifying domestic 
water resources. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message further announced that 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 551. An act to provide for the implemen-
tation of air quality programs developed in 
accordance with an Intergovernmental 
Agreement between the Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe and the State of Colorado concerning 
Air Quality Control on the Southern Ute In-
dian Reservation, and for other purposes. 

S. 1421. An act to authorize the subdivision 
and dedication of restricted land owned by 
Alaska Natives. 

S. 1814. An act to transfer Federal lands be-
tween the Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

S. 2319. An act to authorize and facilitate 
hydroelectric power licensing of the Tapoco 
Project. 

H.R. 4850. An act making appropriations 
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole 
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2005, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4011. An act to promote human rights 
and freedom in the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 2:14 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4232. An act to redesignate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4025 Feather Lakes Way in 
Kingwood, Texas, as the ‘‘Congressman Jack 
Fields Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4302. An act to amend title 21, District 
of Columbia Official Code, to enact the pro-
visions of the Mental Health Civil Commit-
ment Act of 2002 which affect the Commis-
sion on Mental Health and require action by 
Congress in order to take effect. 

H.R. 4306. An act to amend section 274A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act to im-
prove the process for verifying an individ-
ual’s eligibility for employment. 

H.R. 4453. An act to improve access to phy-
sicians in medically underserved areas. 

H.R. 4518. An act to extend the statutory 
license for secondary transmissions by sat-
ellite carriers of transmissions by television 
broadcast stations under title 17, United 
States Code, and to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 with respect to such trans-
missions, and for other purposes. 
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